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Christmas At Home 

 
1. Deck the Hall – Old Welsh Air 
2. O Christmas Tree – trad.  
3. The Christmas Waltz – Sammy Cahn and Jule Styne 
4. Let it snow! – Sammy Cahn and Jule Style  
5. I wonder as I wander – John Jacob Niles 

 
 

 
Commissioned by Jackie Hawley for Cantiamo Women’s Choir 

 
 

Duration: 11:00 
Deck the Hall duration: 1:45 

Deck the hall 
 
Deck the hall with boughs of holly 
Fa la la la la la la la la  
'Tis the season to be jolly  
Fa la la la la la la la la  
Fill the mead cup, drain the barrel 
Fa la la la la la la la la 
Troll the ancient Yuletide carol 
Fa la la la la la la la la 
 
See the flowing bowl before us 
Fa la la la la la la la la 
Strike the harp and join the chorus 
Fa la la la la la la la la 
Follow me in merry measure 
Fa la la la la la la la la 
While I sing of beauty’s treasure 
Fa la la la la la la la la 

 

 
 
Fast away the old year passes 
Fa la la la la la la la la 
Hail the new, yea lads and lasses! 
Fa la la la la la la la la 
Laughing quaffing all together 
Fa la la la la la la la la 
Headless of the wind and weather 
Fa la la la la la la la la 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Composer’s notes 
 
This setting of Deck the Hall is from a collection of five arrangements called “Christmas at 
Home” These arrangements began as a Christmas project in December 2020 during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when travel restrictions prevented me from being with family to 
celebrate the holidays. I decided to write some two-part arrangements for my mother and 
I to sing together over Zoom. The limited technology prevented us from both singing at 
the same and having our sound blend together in real time, so we each took turns going 
on mute, which meant we would also take turns hearing both our parts at once – while I 
muted, I could hear my voice and my mum’s voice and it felt like singing a duet.  
 
The collection title, “Christmas at Home,” is based on the idea of carols that go with 
experiences I and perhaps others have celebrating the season at home. Here are the 
carols: 

1. “Deck the Hall:” The first thing I do each year is decorate my house to get into the 
festive spirit.  This carol was the first arrangement I wrote for my 2020 project, and 
for this collection, I’ve kept it in its two-part version in the spirit of how these 
arrangements all started, including the silly inside-jokes I put in the score for a 
laugh. My mother and I are both mezzos, so I’ve adjusted the arrangement to be 
more suitable for a section of sopranos and altos.  

2. “O Christmas Tree:” Decorating the tree is always a special event in my family, and 
usually happens well after the house decorations go up. My arrangement is 
inspired by the peaceful and nostalgic feeling associated with gazing at the 
beautiful tree once the trimming is done.  

3. “The Christmas Waltz:” This is a carol that comes up on rotation in our house, and 
one that is less frequently performed, but so lovely!  The images of frosted window 
panes, candles gleaming inside, candy canes on the tree, and the world falling in 
love feel very “at home” to me, as does my memory of my mum singing this carol! 

4. “Let it snow” is all about staying inside cozy by the fire while feeling completely 
content about the snow falling outside.  

5. “I wonder as I wander:” This final carol is the only sacred selection in the set, but a 
favourite of mine, and one that for me captures the magically special feeling of 
winter solstice. The sense of stillness and mystery in this carol really reflects how I 
often feel while out for wintery neighbourhood and forest walks in the dark snowy 
evenings.  

 
 
I welcome choirs to treat these arrangements flexibly as best fits your group. I’ve 
endeavoured to keep the scoring as clean as possible, but you may wish to move voices 
around in different verses to have more singers on the melody line, use small groups, 
solos, or other arrangements – go for it!  
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2 1. Deck the hall

*Phoebe Buffay is a character from the popular American 1990s sitcom, "Friends." Her songs often featured 
enthusiastic passages of "la la la."  Videos of her unique vocal stylings can be found online. 

This section has been left blank intentionally.
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31. Deck the hall



	 Select choral works by laura hawley:	 	
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A house of prayer 
SATB with piano or string quartet 
 
Absence 
SSAATTBB + alto solo a cappella 
 
And we kissed 
SSAA a cappella 
 
Angels in the Snow 
SSA with piano 
 
Au champ d’honneur 
Unison/2-part with piano 
 
Be music, night 
SSAATBB a cappella 
 
Blink of an eye 
SATB a cappella 
 
Call yourself beautiful 
SSA or SATB with piano 
 
Carol Trilogy 
SSAA divisi with piano 
 
Chelsea Morning 
SSSAAA a cappella 
 
Christmas at Home 
SSA a cappella 
 
Christmas Snowflakes 
SSAA a cappella 
 
Droplets 
SATB a cappella 
 
Earth’s secret soul 
SATB a cappella 
 
Earth Voices 
Unison/2-part/SSA or SAB with piano 
 
First snow of the year 
SATB with piano 
 
Gohyangui bon 
2-part/SSA with piano 
 
In dulci jubilo 
SATB with piano 
 
In Flanders Fields 
SSAA a cappella 
 
 
 

In Song 
SSATBB with piano or with bassoon, 
piano, vibraphone, and viola 
 
Lantern 
SSAATTBB a cappella 
L’eraclito Amoroso 
SATB with string quartet 
 
Let’s have some music 
SATB with piano (opt. bass) 
 
Lincoln Cathedral 
SATB with piano (opt. bass) 
 
Loon, Crane, Land 
SATB with piano, oboe, vibraphone and 
marimba 
 
Maid on the Shore 
SSAA a cappella 
 
Many voices, one song 
SA or SATB with piano 
 
Mary Called it an Angel 
SATB a cappella 
 
Meadowlarks 
SSATB with piano 
 
Möcht nones bitzeli läbe 
SATB with piano 
 
Music Makers 
2-part with piano 
 
No one asked me 
SSA, SATB, or TTBB with piano 
 
O come, let us sing 
2-part with piano 
 
Pentecost 
SSATTBB a cappella 
 
Qaujimavunga Kinaummangaarma – I 
know who I am 
SSA with piano, violin, cello 
 
Remember, woman 
SSAA a cappella with drum 
 
Rise up, my love 
SSAATBB a cappella 
 
Salutation to the dawn 
SSSAA with piano  
 

Sapiens 
SSAATTBB with percussion 
 
Sky-born Music 
Unison/2-part with piano 
 
Sonnet 43 
SSATBB a cappella 
 
Sonnet 113 
SSATBB a cappella 
 
Spanish Fisherman 
SATB with piano 
 
Stone and sand 
SSSAAA a cappella 
 
Stones 
SSA with piano 
 
Strong Women’s Song 
SSAA a cappella 
 
Tapestry 
SSAATTBB a cappella 
 
The Arrow and the Song 
SSSAA a cappella 
 
The commendation 
SATB + solo with piano or organ 
 
The Christ-Child 
SSA with organ 
 
The First snow of the year 
SATB with piano 
 
The Last Evening 
SSSSAAAATTBB a cappella 
 
The Maple Key 
SSA with piano 
 
The people you love 
SSATB a cappella 
 
The sun is mine 
Unison/2-part/SSA or SAB with piano 
 
Versicles and Responses 
SSAA a cappella 
 
Vivre, Aimer, Partager – Live, Love, Share 
(formerly titled “Alhamdoulillah”) 
2-part with piano and doumbek 


